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IN THE WORLD OF MAKE BELIEVE

POLI’S ‘DARK’ FOUR WEEKS
FOR $10,000 RENOVATING

“Miracle Man™ Last Production Until Carpenters, Decorators, Furni-
ture Men, and Stage Specialists Finish Work
August 21.

Polis 12 poine to close after alllla few hundred doliars in refurnishing
But 1t i= to e for four weeks only,| 1he decorations of the lobby and the
: e | auditorium. Since that time the pro-

and a= the result of an *3”-’""-“‘“!;)1'1 (or has secured the stock releases
dectsion on the pati of § Z FPolil P72 | for'a number of important plays, some
prigtor of a dozen rtowck theaters in|(of which are spectacular in nature
the East Mr Poli arasunced Saruriday I These it would have been impractical
night that at the onclueion of “Thlia produre with artistic effect on the
Miracle Man™ presentation next Sa'ur-{present stage, so it was decided, afier
da «ight he would g Ave- | long deliberation, to close the hig play-
nue plavhouse, whi has heen pres| house for four weeks, and install tne

h productions for  three| most modern equipment behind-the-
ears. over to decoralars | scenes to be found in mAny playhouse
ase )l south of New York City

furniture men andd

ding and decarat willl that the new Polt's will be ready for

. the largest  sum ’ use not later than Saturday, August
Washington theats 5 21, which means that the new slorx
n refurnishing 1 reconstrus company will epen without fail on
interior of a plavhouse Monday night, August 23
How s=uch & Jarze - i he Mo Polt's improvements will not
spent can be realized when [t ts made l end with the theater itself He prom-
Hmmeee that n addition tn the n tses that the New Poll Plavers will he
carnets. new hox seats, now furnish- | camposed of the most talented players
n for Inbhy and magnificen: he hns ever assemhbled for stock pro-

nterior decorations the preosent ) duet = Many of the old favorites

tage will be inrp out in 1ts return and there will he & num-
v nhew annna mode Flage ber of new faces
hedraulir s lons The opening night, it ir promised,
part or all »f 11 1o « removed ! will he a gala oceamion. surpassing In
nn delay whatever, has Leen eon- | picturesqueness the notable occasion

cted for. and this will be the first| four veurs agn when the famous New
work on part of the carpenters! England theatrieal magnate made his
who enter the plavhouse next Monday debut as a producer in the National

|

morning Capital

Some werks ago Mr Peli sad that When Poli's reopens it will again be
he would | ibly Heep iz stock funder the general direction af James
compa all amer. hit at | Thatchar, with Jomeph Cone as resi-

that tem vo=pend onty manager

THE CURRENT WEEK. !.-mnor}r numbers: Bush and Falls

| “bump™ acrobat comedians, their first

I arance in Washington, and Mor-

nd FParks, two bovs with novel
mes and new comedy ideas

Beginning Thursday the bill will in-

ude Leon’s Models Plastique, a quars

sifted poseurs, in reproductions

paintings and statgary, wilh

Poli's—"The Miracle Man.,” |

vVXelll and

vomeds

ATL
purvevors. and £
y Jap whose naf-

na! and unlike

! ! the Hearse-
e or i by ' Fhe | stz plitures of farcign and domes-

- 1 ful=1 gy
it the Tresie v ostail Nem Eaze! crvawn on the electrie seorehoard

% h 3 s averiure "Slavenie

i i - Tt «electinne fram  Masse-

o ol - Prp 1 Ganped s Danse des

F - ‘Bajveg's Rong.”™
3vnt Suite.” Vogler's

i | framm % te 10,30 nogn. under the diree- | dezvous, and it hidz fair to hold a large
w r Arthur Manvell Naw special-|part of its clientels up tn the natural
with the annual! !ralia
i from Hroadway

thers are big times on the Long
1zland estate of tha (Cohan clan

The fatted calf, or whatever they
ipon the return of a prodigal not a
son, has heen devoured
| Fred Niblo has told George M. which of
In fact, with Miss |

] L I rea ‘Maseaeni's F; selacs
the village prepared YEEATE rrisa~ |1 fram Carvil’s “Chin L, Pryors
;) Oipe of their nuymber pAEES 3s 'il' v Wt Jeregev Shore” and  twae
hapeless puralst AY LI | cholazt- | tr mbona rags, Klickman's “Knock-out |
1l momer s hen thess 1s = nwd | Drape’ and Harcker's “A Slippery | about
present 'H paTa vaied 3 inee are amang the selections In-
the ta asrch i € H uded g the orchestral program aAt
throusho the FILTT, ¥ | 1he 1l *ha Uasma Thenter roncerte 'ﬁﬂ:lll"f‘l'r--'-
r-- * § \ t |
1 toe tn Madisar it 1o founa| e i1 ather attractions will be pre-
A Fan i 1 Tl sented
woil a & e fine 1 h ire= —— -
w 1 ke efeitp The rohermic W 4 Glen Freho Park.
o .. J A .'. : : s oL Naw that the Capital has hegun ta
] L sINE i L Ly 1 ¥ - d
1hat S COMEs Nt - brard 1thar maxes e~y dwellers lonx | €ntirely
e af ot PRt ; = far TMountALT ssiiEhAre NAr Eome rnr-'l
j\ - " .‘ : St J Y nf the great outdonrs, the ranks of)
the ether=s are foroed RTEE v Trezulars” a1 Glsn Eche Fark 18] Frances
The Lion ol the pateiaroa, Madison's gweljed dAnitiv, and neaxt wesk prom- | Miller. hoth grareful and pretey, danc-
‘ E o hreak some records for attend-
dramar 1 it 1 ar resort tha! goes
) 4 ,{. neEcey -r-rl.m‘» L 1+ » o’ Washinglon'»
vha 1 . W R HitseE i Within  susv  aecese  af the Capital,
Ae . ) L ] e st delightful trojlew |
it L ¢ . F Wi The with a weaaith | o=t
mere 3 inpie T t el Giavmn Har Al ehade A o6l hreezes
T ¥ pas  tMher memners vs zalnrs and ample playgrounds
« h eami YORErnig the Wpddies, Glen Eche (s the
carty Mavea far nuting parties and  svery
- ¥ i the near future has one or|
ettt st andesille, more e orzanizations scheduled for | clist
e " y F v = . adtine thera
. . X A by 2 T .v marks the first appearancs
tracitva than the T r searan of Charles 0O Mills
et 1 AN ey 1 e FOMplets orchestra in concert Last
Fiald = o » t g CmEny thie melodious  organization |
Banita and Leve Elene wanici. | Aride o istantaneoys “hit” and
b o 4 n . cnneerts this afternnon ard tonight
l.ond ’ F will mive Glen Echo patrons their first
rnlre TAD nf the far i = | "1 1% summer ta hear |t
Here the: w: b the ezt l ¥Aaried proziam of classical and pop-
tima ani o o Arine ' af Mo | MIAT music will he given
w3l Cameds r Rn v mirrer all Al ol the amusement deviess nf the |
2 R ALOT hmants and ¢ pen- f resart will he in full hlast this week |

features will again be in
ef among these 15 the
n movie theater Here = a

1} fanto 1 shtly pecformance dAnd twice each

Hao% . said 1 - Wk w famous Hearst-Seliz raview

agera s Mos Fistion saprano Tirin v ided atiraction. For the ben-

The rchkief vadlin AMsring. that or ff of *he baseball fans the result of
Gene Hodekine for nf 1tha Zieg- the hall game is flashed every night

feid Fr ’ v Miie Trwes In the hig dance pavilion with its

treér, 5 an FXD £ fururisticl fours sides open to the hreezea all the

freak  ar sailedd e i"afe F --,_--.-I‘-'r:--u dance music will give the dane-

t tra janings and ite ex-

makes 1! the hest place

Mlle tredn E abau! Warhington for devotees of the
from Follies Tn: one-step, hesitation er al

' Ward and hisg mus: : '. B

pedr in A Mustea! Bouqgy inother! Marahall Hall.

ieasonable number in*roducine Broad- A Sundayv outing at conl, =hady, his=-
wav favarites for the fArst time In| 1on Marshall Hall on the Potomac
this cov Lespa Thurber and Harrr River. sn hour's sall from Washington,
Mad alea will make thelr noseip 4lwave 8 dav of rest and delightful
FNREAR bow in their sreatssl 8UC- | pocrsation Morse mopular than eaver,
veEs in a4 Fhopping Toeur™ FIAT [ manresentative crawds which continue to
Htanley as “The Rouncing Feilow.” patronize this attractive ressrt, where
will be sted by members of the 4 nrovided for their entertainment pop-
Stanley  family Ram ¥ White  an®uia; smusements, children's plavgrounds,
Lou Clavion will Eive Different | concerte v Schroeder's Band, and a
Pance Doinge™ a study in rerpsicho-: selliant electrical display at night.  Ev-

rean eccentricities Other sttractinns| ary wask o a: well as Sundav, the
will he the Gladiators 1 Roman groamer Charles Macalester makes three

|k

epnkts, the pipe organ Tecitals and srips 1o Marshall Hail Iol\'inz‘sn\'pnthl

the Pathe weekly news pictonal “reel Wharf At W a. m, 23, and 630

Today wvaudeville concerts will be 5 m and on ali week davs two stops
held at Keith's Theater The attrac- are made at Mount Vernon, the home
tions will comprise Emma Carus, Ewan ynd tomb of Gearge Washington
Wood and company. Johrn E  Hen- o
rhaw, and Grace Avery, and ihe other Great Falls.

numbers in last week's ill . Falls Park. \* t the G t
arent alls nrk, A, A L] ™A
Falle of the Pntomac River. is an ideal
resort for family picnics and the out-
Tassine from the popular musicst gonr gatherings of social, fraternal, ang
romedy type, with a girl chorus, the religious organizations Free dancing,
Cosmos Theater this week will offer free motion Dpictures. band concerts,
as Ite feature the entire week the Du gwings and other attractions are pro-
Pace Opera Company. an segregation vided by the management.. Fishing and
of grand opera eingers of foreign oril- | boating add to the dellights of the day's
Fin. in a repertoire of the finest aeclec- louting The scenic beauty of the falls
tions, which will he entirely changed|is well worth the trip Many remains
for the last haif of the week The of the engineering skill of Gen Wash-
offering 1= A mozt unusual one for|inzton are vigthle, Great Falls is reach-
popular vaudeville Other arrurnm:sf.& by fast electric traine, leaving the
for the first half will feature the Mu-|terminag; at Thirty-sixth a'nd M streets
stcal Conservatory, a blackface con-|parthwest, Aqueduct Bridge. .
coction constructed purely for laugh-
ing purposes and heralded as one of A clock made entirely of straw and
the laughing hits of the season: little | willow withes hag been compieted re-
Miss Jean. a gifted little singer ane|cently In Switzerland. The chimes are
dancer whose work is ranked with|made of straw put through a special
that of the best professionals: Harry | process to give a ringing sound. Not a
and Anna Seymour. & pair that knows| bit of metal was used in the unique
how to put aever characler songs and clock

Cosmos—Vandeville.

The contractore have given band!

ering 13 @le
_ LEADING WOMAN AT POLIS>
THEATRICAL BRIEFS.

v Dawvis,. Billy Wilson and}
Aloysius, the aulo™ in “a nonsensical |
congiomeration of ComIv tragedy;” |

in =a umql:—|
has made them|
the MeGuinness |
and ecoAnirle [ New

'AUSTRALIANS HOME-FOLKSY ;mvm PROFESSOR
SAYS MRS. FRED NIBLO,  HAS DRAMA COURSE

{Offers Students Opportunity for Prac-
tical Instruction in Play-

interest—"Sinners,"”
This melodrama by

George Cohan's Sister, After Three Years of Successes with B.nl'.'tl'n:'.fsi
Plays in the Antipodes, Talks Interestingly of Friends
She Made Abroad.

At eVerY peT-|twesn the virtues nf

The university a8 a birthplace for the
never entered
ecalcu'ationa of the American educators
af fifty vears agn: 1M vears agn any pro-
mizht even have suzgested

nd the latest coin-|
anged datly, with | markedly surcessful engagement
in detat! daty | easr are

John Cromweil,

| Nash and Miss Helen Maiken Thev have more the
J There are three survivine musical
| plava—"The Ziezfrld Follles
Amsterdam Theater,

af 1315.7 at the Winter Garden. and

Fream the New Tork Tumes i

The sentiment of her famous brother's
+ song in which he anncunced his return
to Broadway's stage last spring is Josze-|
| phine Cohan Niblo's.

found nimself a pariah upon
Yot today both Harvard
nd Yale have working courses
drama, gnd students are flocking to thess

They write vou
come to gee vou, gend you gifte, and wait 5
At the stage door for yvou to coms out
like vou thev coms azain and again. |
voi; often hear people bossting of
the number of
‘T have peen “Wallinglord" twepty-|

stock compans

Nn longer do
| universitiss lonk upen tha rtheater alther
ag one af the prizes the devil offers to
or A% a place where
undergraduates are permitted to
themz=elves after a victory at foot-
the contrary,
nf English are now

Gre, 106 fe aond tn we, tou ook grod to me,

ran the lyrica
that is the way George's sister feels, for/
she has heen away from the lichted llnt;
\ for three vears. playing Brother George's,

voung Fausts

frisnd will try a improve on his record
“Like the English,
theater rather

dress for the |

Invariabiv large audi- |

teaching that Shake-
wrote for the theater and not for
commentators,

over shortiy before 11. When we tirst ar-!

our plavs wera nll pldye wduld be
shelves of academic libraries

FPleree Baker, of

relegated to the

only matinees of the werk is on Wednes-

A perspeactive of time, distinctive foa- |
FApErenee  real park weather,  thé liure of the entertainment. leaving agide
the matter of chorus Inve sport and outdoor |

Brother-in-law
life, and these holldays are spent in the

Instituted his course in prac-

their heards—his eours®® on dramatic his-
Haldinue particularly. “People Af the stage are not only re-

George Cohan Niblo, aged 12,
has got thoroughly acquainted with his
Younger cousins

Nibln has heen resting most of
the time since her arrival after the ex-
from Australla,
| hasn'y done much talking, but the other
day she felt sufficiently refreshed to tell
the Times reporter some of her experi-
ences and to make some interesting com-

the fisld for academic
The ald ronception of the pro-
fesenr as the purvever af thoughts and
tart and| cuystoms lonz azo dead and buried was
hurting peoile. ! the harrler Prof. Baker had to overcome.
for we do not go out much, and until| He accepted the challengs, advanced to
and procesded forthwith tn
| How well he succecded is
“We did not have to change the plar®| sgrested by the names of Edward Sheldon,
Frederick Ballard., Cleves
and Florence Lincoid. All these
Baker's workshop,
all have either had plays produced
professionally or are ahout ta have them.
In addition to these, Fdward Knoblauch,
Parcy MacKave and Jules Eckert Good-
®| man were also pupila of Prof Bakers
courses and wrote their first
Ax they gradu-
the institution of the work-
shop, Prof. Baker does not claim them as
it was largely
ingplration and encouragement that they
drimatic careers

Prof. BRaker does not proclaim that his
have produced genluses
new message to
He has gtriven, he him-
tn the present writer only
four results—
rlear his students” minds of miscon-
captinons about the dramatic structure of
piave. hring out what these students have
in them tn expresz, (o0 afford them a prac-
tical apportunity tn sea thelr work upen
the stage, and 1o give them the poasibility
of having the hest works presented in the

The beat homes are
and when we first

| epen to playera
rived we had ta
diplomacy to keep from

heen the hest
Paszing Show '

Harryv Cooper, the singing comedian at |

they realized this they wers apt to mis-|

the oldest ann
knnan of twa decades
pienle | Flelds got interested and co-starred him |
m “Hanky Panky™ and other musicar| parisons between the Australian and the
American theater.

“After our engagement of fAfty-three
in *The Yankea Prince’
InlckerMycker six vears ago,”
| Nihlo, "I was s6 worn out that 1 de-)
cided 1 could not dances s&gain. i
a long rest, and when the opportunity
rame to g0 to Australla and play dra-
matic parts, Mr. Niblo and I decided to
I shall alwayvs be glad we went,
for our experience there was wonderful,
You may know how we liked it

Australlans are
and caught on rapldly to the siang with

understand the pursly
! we printed on the program the expres-
slons and their meanines
=!;onrm- Bernard Shaw's Fable play, “An- was the apt name they
* which Lillan Me-
Carthy. Granville Barker and Percy Bur-
in this rity next season
representation

cut down the speed appreciably, for we
not fallow the strange
the speed with which
Americans habltuafly
they like to laugh leisurely, and If they
cannot it spoils their pleasure.
three years and had| glways found that at the end of a week
gons intending to stay but six month® | ar sn we were plaving at full speed and
“The Australlans are wonderfully
If they like you thers la nothing thex|
won't do for you. and even when they
don’'t like vou they are considerate 1
were fortunate In being liked, as every-
thing we did met with success. We gl\'e|
and we always
packed houses
Fortuns Hunter'

found they could
the 8 Chrietianity

1o sea it, and 1 go so far as to sav that
|1t i® the duty of everv parent to uss this
{ opportunity of makinz their children ac-
quainted with a8 great #poch. Thers (s an
astounding fresheness about it
ker method of presenting plays s par-

when we stayed

kind. | wa had them trained to It

“The movies are much more nf a fac-
| tor thera -than here,
®! they wera when T left three vearg agn,
although from what
since my return thev are plaving a more
tmportant part in the amusement world
|!han formerly
| upon going to the moviea as they do o

Ameriwan stage

“The Broadway é_:\"m_'

|ing the striking features of the hig New
| York cafe cabarets, presented by four-
{een people. with lavish costumes, will
ba the headliner at the Cosmos Theater.
This act is a sensational Broadway hit.

‘Get-Rich-Quirk Wal- Auatralin they

‘T'm going tn aee
They loved Bunny,

hearing people =ay,
* | John Bunny tonight’
and the mention of his name was enough
to gtart them laughing.
tha American plavers and they are par-

Traveling Salesman.’
and ‘Officer .

“Meost of the time was epent between!
Melhourne and Svdney, though we toured |
some In New Zealand and Tasmanin. In| yoyjariy fond of the Wild Weat fiims
those two citles the theatrical season 15| o 1y ot nhase of life is strange to them
not divided as It 18 here; It runs the YEAr| oy, pove huilt fine moving-pictura the-
‘round, and if your play is successful .y petterning them after American
vou can ¢asily fill out & vear in the two| ph\'ﬁouvn.
This has {ts drawbacks as well| Arn.erlcun things.
as advantages, for one must go without
a vacation, and playing seven perform-
ances A week without a break for a yvear
is a bit of a strain.

“Axz T said the Australians are a kindiy
people and most generous. On an open-
ing or a closing night they shower yvou
with gifts and tokens of their affection.
On our last night in Evdney our trunks
wers all packed and we received so many
presents we had to put them in extra
More than 0 telegrams
pent us from friends In all parts of the
country, and we spent an hour after the
performance shaking hands with those
of the audience who came on the stage
to bid us bon voyage. The stage was
banked with flowers and covered with
streamers thrown from the gallery by
girls, for in Australia the gallery gods
are girls and not boya. An opening or a
closing night is always such a gala oc-

has been successful.
clazars have as vet produced no Kreat ad-
dramatic terature,
produced piavwrights whose works have
acted and applauded.—New TYork

PLEA FOR BIG NAVY
A “PASSING SHOW” HIT

Tt iz almoset impossible for the Howard
and Willle—stars of

in which she had a
iong success at the Harris Theater,
in which she will

She will play several wesks in the
seashore cltles before sne goes intn Chi-

“After the theater the Australian goes
home, although now both in Evdney and
Malhourne one can go to a cafe and zet

Thaey are dancing in Aus-
At first It was frowned upon,
tangaing  quite

On= new featurs in the dance pavilion
At Glen Fcho Park that is proving de-
introduction of
Charles O, Mills, the
isader. has agread as far as
poesible to give any selection requested,
and the regular patrons are taking full
advantage of his offer,

Thursday. July

“request numbers *
Brothers—Eugene
“The Passinz Show of 1915,"
ter Garden. to get their pictures printed
in the newapapers or periodicals devoted

but now ever:
They know Irving Beriin and they love

“We are supposed to return
vears, but 1 don't know. George Iz writ-
ing & play for Mr. Xiblo and [ am to act
in it, too, if [ feel like it when fall comes,
| The family don't want us to go back.
and while we had a wonderful experience
we wouldn't have missed, we may not
If T could bundle my mother, father, and
brother under my
with us I wouldn't mind =o much,
nineteen dave by boat from San Fran-
cisco ip & long way from home.”

promises to hs one
! of the red-letter davs of the season at
| Glen Echo Park. This will be Larkin
and an unusually large at-
! tendance {8 already assured.

whereas the picturs space is devoted to
The Howard boys would
have to commit murder or—aing a song
ke “We Want a Mighty Navy. ™
did the latter a little over a week ago.
The song has become a sensation, and
Hownard hove are the talk of the

pretty woamen.

Mlie. Destrees of “Le Cafe Futurist.”
Keith's this week, has begun her
to popularize
new art. Her New York apartment has
been decorated in this Wzarre styls. and
her motorcar and colored attendant are

achnes the sentimenta of every patriotic
American who believes in peace and pre-
ia comprehensive in
scops. damanding not mersly a navy,
“a great hiz army. too, and fiying
thonsand big
and nothing but the best will do.™”
wonder the Winter Garden audiences go
into spasms of enthusiasm over it. They
begin applauding before the boays finlsh
singing the first chorus, and the repeat
of the chorus cam scarcely be heard for
the pandemonium.
Want a Mighty Navy"” does not seem to
be a published song for eale,
the Howard
as a slage pong.
seem that some enterprising  publisher
ought to put it om the market, where
it would be within reach of the pubilie,
for a song of this character would un-
doubtedly have the »ffact of stimulating

Poiret-designed cafe is used in her nov- WANDERLUST,

All is quiet, oh, day of rest;
Sabbath bells have ceased 1o tone.
laborer hastes,
His task is done.

“First performances are given Satur-
day nights, and ths first-night audiences
are made up of the same people, for they
subscribe for their seafs the year "round,
and it is almost impossible to buy seats
for openings. If they llke you and your
play they come time after time, but if
they don't they ignore you. They do not
boo liks the London a
too kind for that
to the other extreme, and f & play
bad, often out of sympathy for play-
ers, the audience will \
But Monday night the theater will be al-

deserted there is no such thing
ag a moderats success in Australia.
There a play is either a big success or it

Hellen Evily. an actress, has hegun =
for 510000 damages against
Nelghborhood Playhouse in New TYork
sustained on their stage.
Miss Evily was acting down stage and
fell through an unprotected opening. She
has been confined to her summer hame
for several weeks,

Perchances the winds divine may blow

A gypsy breeze that bids me roam:

Then let us drop our cares and go
Afar from home.

Unfortunately,

Britoens Grew Extravagamt.
Byecial Cable 1o The ™ashington Herald.
London, July 17.—8ome of the muni-
tions workers ars a bit extravagant
with their earnings.
Tyne a riveter was brought up into

Along the tow-path Bob White calls,
Dream echo from Cabin John's hill;
The waters roll o'er rocky falls,

In sounds that thriil
In Newcastis-on-

|SMALL INVESTOR GAME

FOR THEATER BUILDER

Lured by Glowing Pictures of Huge
Profits, He Puts-Up Money.
Country Overbuilt.

Bpecial ts The Washington Hernud

New York, July 17.—There is no bet-
ter evidence of the disaster atendant
upon a surplusage of theaters than
the condition at present in Prov:-
dence. R. L All the season managers
of visiting atractions have complainea
of the lack of patronage in that over-
burdened community and now it de-
velopa that not less than Ave of |ts
theaters are for sale or lease

Many of thess theaters sprang up
like mushrooms at the time a certain
group of managers went theater-
building-mad throughout the country.
Now that the enthusiasm of the pro-
moters is dampened and there is not
sufficient money with which 1o meet
obligations. landlords are looking In
vain for responsibla renants

Thers was hound 1o he a reaction
from this frenzied condition of the
past few vears Solld. substantial, far-
seeing theatrical business men, like
E. F. Albee and A L. Erlanger, in-
sued warning® Again and amgain but
the public in many instances was
guilible and snapped up every offer
of stork In a new playhouse

Providenca 1x not alone |n its dAis-
tress. Big and little cities all over the
country report simiiar conditions, even
worse. Mr. Alhee, wha (8 vice presi-
dent of the B. F Keith theatrical cir-
cuit. with its scores of aM!iated the-
aters, and who also s general man-
ager of the United Booking OfMces,
which supplies atiractions for hun-
dreds of houses, has been gathering
conclusive data on this subject of
over-profluction of theaters New
York. Fhiladelphia, Boston, and other
large cities, very naturally, are among
the hardest hit. and thousands of in-
vestors are heing wiped out financially
from time to time. Promised hundreds
of per cent profit annually upen an
original investment of a small per
vent of the par value of the stock for
which they subscribed. they later founn
themaelves assessed for the balance
and then compelled to go deeper Intn
their means in order te protect tha
money already invested. Eventually
they are wiped out. either by having
to eell their stock at an almost abh-
solute loss or else receivership pro-
ceedings wind them up

Teo many theaters already erecteq,
too few atiraciions ta fill the existing
theaters, and too little money in the
public’s purse to support so many play-
houses, are the main adverse factors
In the small cities the situation is
simply “flerce.” even the reperioirs
companties at “ten, twent', thirt" " fall-
ing to stop the gap In the big towns
it's even worse. The majority of tha
theaters =0 concerned have long since
pasaed out of the control of the orig-
inal investors, who are usually re-
cruited from the great class that al-
wayve falls for any get-rich-quick
schems And the country has no lack
of unscrupulous promoters, bullders,
and owners, who frame up these prop-
ositinn=s that look llke sure winners,

“Th- mall business man, and often
the hig bhusiness man, who goes 0 =
popular theater, aiwaye fillad but per-
haps the only one In town to bhe =o
favored, seeing the crowd fighting to
give up their cold, hard cash at the
box office and reserving seats a whole
season ahead., can hardly be expected
to know the ins and nuts of circult
afMllationn, city franchises for book-
Ing purposes. and nther advan-
tages which that particular theater
may enjoy to the exclusion of all
other houses in the same city. In his
ignorance of the organized conditions
among experienced managers tending
to  exclude inexperienced breakers-
into-the business. the investor alreadw
nibbling At a promoter's bait is prone
to conclude that thers is no business,
except whisky selling. which takes In
such an amount of hard cash. with
such unbroken flow, and with wsuch
Immense profits, as the theatrical busi-
ness, and he in likely to think that
his payment of $10 down on acecount
of a $100 share of stock will certainiy
sield him a profit of $100 per annum
for vears to come

“Prospectuses without number havae
been seen which made investment con-
ditions appear that strong to the iz-
norant and inexperienced investor
with a little money saved up by the
sacrifice of the comforta of life. Tha
theater may be erected, but thers are
mortgages on |t, and then comes tha
question of attractions. Even If s
is all right it may turn out that thas
theater has not been located right.
that it Jacks transportatign facilities, and
s0 on. Then there are “operating ex-
penses. No one thought that there
would bs times when there would be
a loss, with expenses. interest, taxes,
fixed charges. and other items going
on In an endleas round No money
had been provided for a einking funa.
Then comes an assessment, then more
of them—the investor has 'a respond,
or sell his stock. usually at a loss;

pfinally comes failure and reorganiza-

tion. All the original stockholders are
wiped out. The final owner may get
It on such terms that he can afford
to run it for less money or he can
lease it to a member of an existing
eireuit for a reasonable rental. Orig-
inally it may have cost a million to
build and equip, but the final owner
may¥ have bought !t for a fAfth of that.
Perhapa he can make money out of it
on that cost basis; more frequently
he cannot. and then it ia turned into
A storage house for a garage. Even
the motion pleture houses are sub-
ject to the same mutations, and Ine
vextors in these suffer the same haz-
ard, hut In lesser degree than their
fellow capitalista of the larger the-
aters

Last season «fforts were made to
bring the twe hig theater asyndicates
together for the purpose of reducing
the number of theaters under thelr
control so that thers would not be,
as then and now, more time to fill and
more theaters to cater to than they
could provide attractions for. The
get-together falled them. but it is
bound to come. When It does still
more theaters will be idls.

“Twin Beda” which s still drawing
Iarge audiences to the Harris Theater,
New Tork, ls a striking illustration of
what the cut-rate theater tickets may
accomplish. Five companies are to tour

Margaret

Mayo's clever farce. Tet the play did
not meet with Immediate success. The
audience in the Fulton Theater om the,
first night laughed, as did the audiences
that eame to the play during the f
weeks of Itg run. They were all
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Gently the treea wave all good night
woodland siren
Hasten we homeward by moonlight,

the demand for adequate defenses m
perhape would actually bring about
So much for the “‘

court for lighting his pipe with a
The judge advised him to
gse & match and turn
mpuey over to bis wite.
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